Executive Summary ¢ CT Tolling Options and Evaluation Study

Scope of the Potential Statewide Tolling System

The tolling system selected for this report is a statewide, all-electronic tolling system inclusive of all
interstate highways and four other major expressways and parkways. This statewide extent
spreads toll collection equitably across the state. It also captures most of the out-of-state traffic that
passes through Connecticut, minimizes traffic diversions to un-tolled major highways, and can yield
higher toll revenues at a lower per mile toll rate. The potential toll network is shown in Figure ES-

1. [t should be noted that the current HOV lanes that traverse portions of [-84 east of Hartford and

[-91 north of Hartford were assumed to remain toll free.
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Figure ES-1

Corridors Included in CT Tolling Evaluation
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All-Electronic Toll Collection

Unlike CT tolling systems of the past, modern tolling systems use cashless, All-Electronic Tolling

(AET), like those recently implemented on the Massachusetts Turnpike and several New York area

toll bridges and tunnels. There would be no toll plazas or toll booths installed on existing highways,
and no requirement for vehicles to stop and pay with cash.
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AET systems use electronic toll readers and cameras mounted overhead to read E-ZPass
transponders and license

plates of vehicles at normal

highway speeds. The photo in

Figure ES-2 shows a mainline

toll gantry from the new

Massachusetts Turnpike AET

system.

The large majority (70-90%) of
tolls would be collected using
electronic transponders like E-
ZPass. Vehicles not equipped
with E-ZPass would still be
able to use the tolled roads.
Tolls would be collected by
video imaging of license plates,
with billing and payment by
mail or internet. Cash would not be accepted.

Payment Options. As shown in Figure ES-3, there would generally be four possible payment
options for motorists using the state’s highways:

E-ZPass Transponders: E-ZPass is a prepaid electronic toll payment and collection method.
Connecticut would join the existing E-ZPass system that is in use from Maine to Virginia and as far
west as Illinois. There would be two categories of E-ZPass users:

1. CT Issued E-ZPass. Vehicles
with E-ZPass transponder
accounts issued and maintained
by Connecticut. Drivers using
this method would receive a
30% discount compared to
out-of-state E-ZPass users.

2. Out-of-State E-ZPass. E-ZPass
accounts issued and maintained
by agencies in other states;

Vehicles without E-ZPass. Vehicles without
an E-ZPass would pay through a video tolling
system that records images of license plates.
Bills are then sent to the owner of the
registered vehicle. There would be two
payment categories for video tolling:
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